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2 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in sad-
dles for use on motorcycles and has for ifs ob-
Jject the provision of greater comfort and security
for the rider as well as an improved appearance
of the saddle according to modern streamline
standards.

The usual posture of a motorcycle rider is some-
what similar to that of a horse jockey in that the
legs are bent at the knees to bring the thighs to
an almost horizontal position and the lower legs
in almost vertical position. 'The shape, struc-
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ture, and mounting of the present saddle are -

therefore designed to make this characteristic po-
sition of the rider more secure by providing a good
grip for the knees such as a jockey enjoys in rid-
ing a horse. In carrying cut the objects of the
invention as aforesaid, the pommel portion of the
saddle is extended forward to embrace and fair
into the rear end portion of the fuel tank of the
motorcycle, which in the usual construction is
mounted on the upper frame bar of the cycle and
extends rearwardly to a point adjacent the for-
ward end of the saddle.. The rear part of the
fuel tank is preferably made narrow enough for
a good grip by the rider’s knees.

It is customary in the mounting of motcorcycle
saddles to have the forepart piveted on the cycle
frame and the rear part spring-supported from
the frame. We have found it desirable, there-
fore, in improving the riding characteristics of
the saddle to provide that the pivotal axis of-its
torward end mounting shall be, for the average
size rider, approximately coincident with the knee
joint of said rider when in position on the sad-
dle,
sibilities for the knee gripping action of the rider,
there are provided in the present improved saddle,
jockey extensions from the pommel of filexibie
padded material which cover the ends of the
pivotal axis of the saddle and serve as good grip-
ping portions for the knees.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the accompanyihg draw-
ing which shows a preferred embodiment of the
invention and in which

Fig. 1 is a side view of a motorcycle showing the
improved saddle and fuel tank combination
mounted thereon;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan view of the saddle
frame with the saddle top removed and fuel tank
partly broken away at one portion to show the
pivotal mount for the saddle frame;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged side view of the parts
shown in Fig. 2; and

Furthermore, in order to improve the pos--
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-the subject matter of the present invention.

“Fig, 41§ ah ehlarged plant View of the Saddle
and fuel tank with the saddle top in place.

Referring more particularly to the drawing, the
motoreycle is indicated generally at | and it is
understood that in this view only the principal
parts of a motorcycle are shown for the purposes
of illustrating the association therewiih of the
combined saddle and fuel tank which constitute
The
upper frame bar of the motorcycle is indicated
at 2 and mounted on this frame bar in the usual"
manner is the fuel tank 3. As shown in Fig. 2,
this fuel tank may if desired be constructed in
two separate sections one on each side of said
main frame bar 2.

The saddle as a whole is indicated at 4. As
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 it comprises an underlying
frame 5 which may be of metal or other suitable
rigid material shaped in such a manner as to
support thereon a saddle tcd of flexible material
indicated at 6 and therewith constitute what is
generally known as the hammock type of saddle.
The seat portion of this saddle is indicated at 7
and the pommel portion at 8.

As shown in Pigs. 2 and 3, the forward end of
the saddle frame § is pivoted to the main frame
bar 2 by a pintle 8 which extends transversely
through the fuel tank 3. The pintle 8 is of course .
sealed from the fuel tank and is fastened in po-
sition by nuis 186 and {0a. The saddle top 6 may
be suitably made from some flexible rubber-like
or leather-like material having sufficient tensile
strength to support the weight of the rider in a
suspended hammock-like manner from the frame
6. The saddle top has depending from each side
of its seat portion 7, the side portions [1, and also
extending forwardly and downwardly from each
side of the pommel 8 are padded portions serving
as jockeys i2 and i3, cne at each side of the fuel
tank 8, said padded jockeys heing arranged to
cover the ends 1§ and i8a of the pintle 9. - The
foot rest of the motorcycle is indicated at 14,

It will be understocd that the rider when seated
on the saddle will have his bent knees resting
against the jockeys 12 and 13 at each side of
the fuel tank whereby there will be something
substantial to grip against for steadying himself
upon the machine over jolts and jounces. Also
the steadiness of the rider’s position will be in-
creased by the fact that the pivotal axis of ‘the
saddle at 9 is approximately coincident with the
knee joints of the rider whereby he can stick more
firmly to the saddle in its up and down move-
ment.

Another feature of the improvement which will
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be apparent is that the forward end of the saddle
is shaped and contoured so that it merges and
fairs into the rear end fuel tank in a manner to
give- a streamline appearance to the assembly.

We claim:

1. The combination with a motorcycle having a
fuel tank mounted along its upper frame bar, of
a saddle comprising an underlying frame pivot-
ally mounted at its forward end on said upper
frame bar, and a saddle top on said saddle frame
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arranged to provide a seat portion and a pommel .

portion, said pommel portion having forwardly
extending side portions in the form of knee pads
at each side of said fuel tank overlying the ends
of the pivotal axis of said saddle frame.

2. The combination with a motorcycle having -

a fuel tank mounted along its upper frame bar,
of a saddle comprising an underlying frame pivot-
ally mounted at its forward end on said upper
frame bar at an axis intersecting the rear end of
said fuel tank, and a saddle top on said saddle
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frame arranged to provide a seat portion and a
pommel portion, said pommel portion having for-
wardly extending side porticns in the form of
knee pads at each side of said fuel tank overly-
ing the ends of the pivctal axis of said saddle
frame.

3. The cocmbination with a mctoreycle having a
fuel tank mounted alcng its upper frame bar, of
a saddle comprising an underlying frame pivot-
ally mounted at its forward end on said upper
frame bar, al an axis intersecting the rear end
of said fuel tank, and a saddle top on said saddle
frame arranged to vrovide a seal portion and a
pemmel portion, said pommel portion being ccn-
toured in shape to fit around the rear end of said
fuel tank and having forwardly extending side
porticns in the forra of knee pads at each side
of said fuel tank cverlying the ends of the pivotal
axis of said saddle frame.
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